
This is my fifth Annual Address as your Priest. Each address has 
been different, as each year has been, but one thing has remained 
steadfast; My love for you. My love for you as a community, and my love for 
each and everyone of you in this community. Though, from time to time we 
may disagree, disappoint one another or fall short of our expectations of 
each other, my love for you and for this community has never been deeper, 
or stronger. I love being your Priest, and to put your minds at ease - I don’t 
see that changing anytime soon. 

This has been quite a year, indeed. As if the launching of our 
Community Ministry Grant project with Harvest House weren’t enough of an 
accomplishment for one year, in 2018 we shared in more ministries doing 
more work. We welcomed the Emotions Anonymous group into our space 
as they seek to help those struggling with anxiety, fear, or stress about 
daily life. The group started by one of our own parishioners, launched in 
August and had its share of ups and downs initially, but is now a thriving 
community here on Wednesday nights. In 2019, they will expand and host 
a second meeting on Saturdays that will have a slightly different focus. We 
doubled the amount of Thanksgiving baskets we were able to provide to 
the Caring Center and donated more than 900 pounds of canned goods 
and other foods. Our gardens provided equally numerous amounts of fresh 
produce. I could go on and on, but that’s what we have the Annual Report 
for. I think it is important to hear these things each and every year, 
particularly if you’ve ever asked yourself what happens at St. Peter’s 
between Sunday mornings. 

But this morning, I want to ask you to help the Bishop’s Committee; to 
help me and the staff, to help our lay leaders and to help each other 
answer a question we are being asked by the world outside our doors. The 
question is “why?” Why do we do what we do, and why does it matter? 
Why do it here? Why do it now? 

We’ve done great work as a Bishop’s Committee at two planning 
meetings in developing a strategic plan and working towards implementing 
it. We cast a vision for Care of Creation at St. Peter’s and are now working 
to fund it. But are we clear on the “why” that is behind it all? 

Why do we do what we do? 

I am not proposing developing a mission or vision statement. We 
already have those. I’m talking about what is your thirty second elevator 
pitch that you would say to someone who asked you why you give this 
place your hard-earned resources, why you lend us your hands, and feet 
and voices, why you let us hold your heart and why we let you hold ours. 



And, with all due respect to everyone who brought food or helped in 
preparing lunch for us, the answer to this “why” has to go past “we like to 
eat.” 

I know you can tell that I like to eat, too. But I really like doing it here. 
Why? 

The answer must go deeper than “I like the community.” Why? What 
do you like about it? Why this community? In all of our lives I am sure there 
are plenty of groups of people that we like, but the question has to be, “why 
am I in this one?” 

As you sit here, perhaps you have thought of an answer to the 
question “why” or maybe you have several. Perhaps, though, you didn’t 
discover it until you were already inside this building, after a while 
searching in this community. Maybe your answer to the question “why” has 
changed over time. Maybe there was a time you weren’t so sure “why”. 
Maybe that unsure time is now. 

I do not think we, as a church, have the luxury of not knowing the 
answer, or of forgetting our answer to the why. I do not think, in the days, 
months and years ahead we can afford the time or the resources to navel-
gaze and wonder why God has gathered us here in this particular place at 
this particular time. 

We will be challenged. We will be questioned. We will be called into 
action and we will need to know how and why we will answer. 

I believe we are on the cusp of something great and I have never 
been prouder to be a part of this community than I am right now. Not just 
because of what we do, but because of who we strive to become, as 
individuals and as a community! 

However you might be feeling about the current state of our country 
and the world, it is becoming increasingly clear that communities of faith 
such as St. Peter’s are needed. We are needed to stand against the power 
of fear, and we are needed to proclaim the Gospel truth of a Loving God 
against the rhetoric of a vengeful, spite-driven God, professed by those 
who call themselves Christian. 

I am quite certain we will be called on to do bold and courageous 
things as individuals and as a community. So I ask you to help me and the 
Bishop’s Committee accomplish these things. Please come to church each 
Sunday, please read the Chatter each Friday, please stay engaged with us 
as some very, very important news is just around the corner. All 34 of us 
need to be in constant conversation to accomplish what God is asking us to 
do. 



In 2019, we will explore with the Center for Congregations a grant 
opportunity to enter into a learning community to help deepen relationships 
with young adults in their 20s and early 30s. Informally, the T4 group has 
done this on their own and had great success with this. But through the 
Center for Congregations (just like the Community Ministry Grant), we will 
have the opportunity to practice ways of engaging young adults in 
empathetic conversation for the purpose of understanding their lives and 
building community. We will connect the congregation’s deepest faith 
commitments with young adult experience and needs. We will develop 
ministries that enhance and enrich young adult’s religious lives in or out of 
the church building. While it may seem daunting, the CMG process through 
the launch of Harvest House showed us we can accomplish infinitely more 
than we could ever imagine. 

In 2019, we will continue growing the Care of Creation ministries here 
at St. Peter’s. We have already been asked to speak and present at more 
workshops and classes. We are exploring partnerships with Black Farmers 
Cooperative, Purdue University Bee Yard, and the Boys and Girls Club of 
Boone County and Witham YMCA. 

I believe this is the time for which the church was made. I believe this 
is the time for which St. Peter’s was made. 

Because we follow Jesus Christ, I believe we will know how to do this 
work. Because of the urgency of this time, I believe we will know when to 
start this work. Because we never lack for ideas, I believe when the time 
comes we will know what to do. 

But to do any of the work ahead of us, we will need to be as clear as 
possible on the why - why we are doing it. 

The time is now for us to be explicit in our understanding of who we 
are and for what we are willing to work. 

 
On the door of Coventry Cathedral in England, there is posted a 

wonderful message of welcome. It reads, 
 
"We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, 
widowed, gay, confused, filthy rich, comfortable or dirt poor. 
 

"We extend a special welcome to wailing babies and excitable toddlers. 
 
"We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly 
to yourself. 
 



"You're welcome here if you're 'just browsing', just woken up or just got out 
of prison. 
 

"We don't care if you're more Christian than the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
or haven't been to church since Christmas ten years ago." 
 
The message continues…. 
 
"We extend a warm welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up 
yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. 
 
"We welcome keep-fit mums, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, 
latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. 
 

"We welcome those who are in recovery and those who are still addicted. 
 
"We welcome you if you're having problems, are down in the dumps or 
don't like organized religion." 
 
"We offer a welcome to those who think the Earth is flat, work too hard, 
don't work, can't spell or are here because granny is visiting and wanted to 
come to the Cathedral.  
 
"We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither. 
 

"We offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, 
had religion shoved down their throats as kids or got lost in the city and 
wound up here by mistake. 
 
"We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters... and YOU!" 
 

I like it because, well, it’s funny. And I like it because it is explicit. It is 
hard to wonder, standing outside of the Cathedral, whether or not you are 
included in their message of welcome. 

When we as a church or as a diocese say “God Loves All, No 
Exceptions”, what does that “welcome” really mean? That all are welcome 
to come in, and change to be like us, or all are welcome to come in and 
change us so we all might be fully who God made us to be? 

We can’t really answer any of these questions, if we don’t know the 
answer to why. We can’t be concrete in offering a vision of Christianity or of 
church, if we don’t know exactly what that vision means. We can’t proclaim 
the Gospel truth, if we are not prepared for what we as a community, are 
prepared to do to make that Gospel truth a reality. 



The world in which we live is certainly interesting and changes by the 
day. It has been many decades, certainly outside my lifetime, since we 
have experienced such convulsions as a nation and world. White 
supremacists feel emboldened to march openly and unapologetically. New 
revelations about the pervasiveness of violence against women seem to 
come out every day. Economic inequality is widening, and the poor feel as 
hopeless as ever.  

Environmental degradation continues unabated, and science is 
dismissed by many policymakers for its inconvenience. Public trust in the 
truth and integrity of elected leaders is deeply eroded, and the moral 
compass of our society seems lost. Psychologists studying our society say 
we’re showing more signs of anxiety and stress than ever before, and no 
matter how much we want the church to be a haven from all that anxiety 
and stress, we are not immune. We bring into the church all the worries 
and frustrations that we fixate on at home or work. And we can not hide 
behind our pride, we have to name this reality if we are going to faithfully 
and carefully resist the downward pull of anxiety and hostility that has so 
much power in the wider world. We shouldn’t pretend that there aren’t real 
divisions in our society, or only ever talk about things that are simple or 
superficial, because the good news is that we can choose to ground our 
engagement with the challenges of our world in the healing love of Jesus 
Christ, and thereby offer a different and holier witness to the world. 

I want you to know that I weigh carefully when and how to write, 
preach, or teach about “current events,” and I only weigh in on issues about 
which the church has longstanding and clear attitudes. I do not assume that 
I am always right, and I pray consistently for the grace of humility to keep 
me from self-righteousness. I read the Bible nearly every day to steep my 
life in God’s Word, and I pray for God’s guidance and wisdom to know the 
right and to pursue it. I have no desire to promote the platform of a 
particular political party, but rather to hold fast to the saving truth of the 
gospel. And it is for me more than anything, that Gospel, not any party or 
politician, is what leads me to speak about care for our neighbor, care for 
the earth, racism and prejudice, the fundamental necessity of truth, and 
why weapons are not Christian solutions to security problems. If my 
leadership on any of these matters seems contrary to the life of Jesus and 
his concerns, I hope you will hold me to account. 

In the face of all our challenges, we must use more than words. The 
author Glennon Doyle laments the popularity of “keyboard activism.” She 



remarked that too many people believe they are doing something 
meaningful when they post their outrage on social media, when in fact, they 
are only making themselves feel better. We have to do more than simply 
feel anger at the problems of our nation and world. We have to do more 
than shout at people on Facebook or Twitter. Such behavior is only 
calcifying our self-righteousness, and moving us farther from the sort of 
holy witness to which Jesus calls us. We must not fall into the trap of 
focusing only on the sins of others, for then we will be no different than the 
hypocrites Jesus repeatedly condemned. 

We are the Church, so we must resist using our words as weapons, 
even as we speak out about the reality of evil and sin in our world. We 
believe that love is a tool powerful enough for every battle. We believe in 
God’s good end to the story, no matter how strange or dark the story gets. 
We believe in the power of the God to guide us, and we do not have to 
guess where the Holy Spirit is leading for we will see her fruits in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control. If we are living according to the will of God, those will be our 
signs. And if our lives bear different fruit – anger, contempt, gossip, 
dishonesty, greed – we should know we’ve left the way to which we were 
called. 

Finally, to quote two passages from Scripture that seem especially 
pertinent in these days in which we’re living: 

“Beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 
is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 
these things (Phil 4:8-9).” 

“Let us lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and 
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus 
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken 
his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured 
such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary 
or lose heart. Therefore, lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak 
knees, and make straight paths for your feet...Pursue peace with everyone, 
and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord (Heb 12:1-12).” 


