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Wisdom 
Terce (Traditional hour: mid-morning)

Having asked for direction and guidance, we pray now to equip 
ourselves properly for the journey ahead. 

Opening Teach us to seek your wisdom
   as we embrace the folly of your love.

Prayer    Holy and immortal God, from earliest times you 
have named us and called us into Discipleship: 
Teach us to follow the One whose light scatters 
the darkness of our world, that we may walk as 
children of the light. Amen. 88

Praise  Faithful Cross, Above All Other 
(Crux fidelis inter omnes)

    (Music, if desired, may be found in Wonder, Love and Praise, #737; 

The Hymnal 1982, #166.) 

   Faithful cross, above all other:
   one and only noble tree!
   None in foliage, none in blossom,
   none in fruit thy peer may be:
   sweetest wood and sweetest iron, 
   sweetest weight is hung on thee.

   Bend thy boughs, O tree of glory!
   Thy relaxing sinews bend;
   for awhile the ancient rigor
   that thy birth bestowed, suspend;
   and the King of heavenly beauty
   gently on thy arms extend.

Words: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus (540-600?);  
trans. after John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

Scripture  For the message about the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved, it is the power of God. For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
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discernment of the discerning I will thwart. For 
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

1 Corinthians 1: 18-19, 25

meditation  To make of his story something that could neither 
startle, nor shock, nor terrify, nor excite, nor inspire 
a living soul is to crucify the Son of God afresh. 

Dorothy L. Sayers (1893-1957) 89

    Where do we seek courage and wisdom to proclaim 
the gospel in its fullness? 

Prayers   God of mercy,
   make us wise with your foolish love.
   God of salvation,
    Open our eyes again to see the power of your grace.
   God of all who seek to follow,
   Guide us in your faithful way.

    Here, the people may add particular intercessions 
or thanksgivings.

Lord’s Prayer

Prayer  Christ our Lord, you refused the way of domination 
and died the death of a slave: 

    May we also refuse to lord it over those who are 
subject to us, but share the weight of authority so 
that all may be empowered; in your name. Amen. 90

Going Out Teach us to seek your wisdom.
   as we embrace the folly of your love.


