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Participants in Today’s Liturgy: 

Bishop: The Rt. Reverend Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, XI Indianapolis 
Rector: The Rev. Christopher Beasley 

Seminarian & Thurifer: Carolin Frueh 
Organist: Ms. Carol Ann Webb 

Altar Server: Mrs. Diana Halstead 
Lector: Ms. Carol Ann Webb 

Confirmands: Grace Glenn-Culley; Treva Price; Caleb Johnson 
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If you are a guest this morning and would like to know more about St. Peter’s, please sign our Guest 

Book. The Rev. Christopher Beasley would like to sit down over coffee and answer any questions you 

might have. You may reach him at the church office at 765-482-2322 on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
 

A Note on Today’s Readings 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter—Year B 

Welcome to our parish. In the last weeks of Eastertide, our liturgical readings explore the 

results of the dying and rising of Jesus. Both the Gospel reading and the reading from 1 John 

speak of the self-giving love of God, revealed in Jesus’ Passover from death to life, as the 

primary characteristic of our lives in Christ. 

In this Sunday’s reading from Acts, Peter and some other Jewish Christians were astounded 

to see Gentiles in the household of Cornelius receive the Holy Spirit just as they had on the 

Day of Pentecost. Peter’s last reservations about welcoming Gentiles into the Church are 

erased and he and the other joyfully lead them to the waters of Baptism. 

This Sunday was once called Rogation Sunday because medieval Christians went in 

processions (rogating) around the parish praying for the newly planted crops during this 

week. This is a good time to seek more effective ways to care for our environment and to 

witness that God’s love is not only for humanity but also for the entire creation. 

Joined together by God’s spirit in baptism, bound up in the dying and rising of Jesus, related 

by creation to all the earth, we the people of God bring all our lives and one another into the 

saving love of God in Eucharist. 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2007 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing 

Incorporated, New York. 

http://www.churchthatgrows.org/


A Service of Confirmation 
with Holy Eucharist 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter Sunday, May 5, 2024 

Liturgy of the Word 

Entrance Rite 

At the sound of the bell, all stand for the Entrance of the Ministers into the church. 

Hymn 

We plow the fields, and scatter Hymnal 291 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The people standing, the Bishop says 

Bishop Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God's call to us; 
Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 



People One God and Father of all. 
Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Bishop Let us pray. 

 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 

things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Reading Acts 10:44-48 

All sit. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking 

in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for 

baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he 

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay 

for several days. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 

Remain seated. 



Psalm 98 BCP p. 727 

Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
 

 for he has done marvelous things. 
  

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
 

 has he won for himself the victory. 
  

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 
 

 his righteousness has he openly shown in 
 

    the sight of the nations. 
  

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to 
 

    the house of Israel, * 
 

 and all the ends of the earth have seen the 
 

    victory of our God. 
  

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
 

 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
  

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
 

 with the harp and the voice of song. 
  

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
 

 shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 
  

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
 

 the lands and those who dwell therein. 
  

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
 

 and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
 

 when he comes to judge the earth. 
  

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
 

 and the peoples with equity. 

 



Second Reading 1 John 5:1-6 

A Reading from the First letter of John. 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 

who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of 

God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, 

that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for 

whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 

world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus 

is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not 

with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that 

testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence 

All stand. 

Here in Christ we gather, love of Christ our calling Hymnal 577 

 

 



 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 15:9-17 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 

my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 

my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. This is my 

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 



than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 

known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me 

but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 

the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

The Bishop says 

The Candidate(s) will now be presented. 
 

Presenters  

I present Grace Culley, Caleb Johnson, and Treva Price for Confirmation. 
 

The Bishop asks the candidates 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
 

Candidates 

I do. 
 

Bishop 

Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
 

Candidates 

I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 
 

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 



Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in 

their life in Christ? 
 

People 

We will. 
 

The Bishop then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 

baptismal covenant. 
 

Baptismal Covenant 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 



the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Prayers for the Candidates 

The Bishop then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
A period of silence follows. 

Then the Bishop says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of 

your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants 

the covenant you have made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the 



power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

For Confirmation 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your 

service; and sustain him all the days of his life. Amen. 
or this 

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue 

yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he 

comes to your everlasting kingdom. Amen. 
 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your 

servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge 

and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with 

you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Peace 

All stand. 

Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Announcements may be made at this point in the service. 



Holy Communion 

The Bishop says 

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit 

of lips that acknowledge his Name. But do not neglect to do good and to share what 

you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.    Hebrews 13:15, 16 

Offertory Hymn 

As those of old their first fruits brought Hymnal 705 

 

 

 



 

 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, 

to the deacon or celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The people remain standing. 

 

 

 

 

The Bishop proceeds 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has 

taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising 

to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Bishop continues 



We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 

Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 

us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 

is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper 

he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Bishop and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 

to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 

the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 

your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 

the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 

and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 



firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 

 

The Bishop then continues 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 
People and Bishop 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, 



 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

 



 

 

The Bishop says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 



Communion Hymn 

O wheat whose crushing was for bread WLP 760 

 

 

 

After Communion, the Bishop says 

Let us pray. 

Bishop and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us 



with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Bishop blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 

resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of 

life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in 

the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 

you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 



Recessional Hymn 

All creatures of our God and King Hymnal 400 

 

 

 

 



Dismissal 

Priest Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the 

power of the Spirit. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 


